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touched the life of the race will emulate the example of Bishop 
Coppin in leaving a written record. 

Negro Migration during the War. By Emmett J. Scott, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of Howard University. Oxford University 
Press, New York, 1920. Pp. 189. 

Under the imprint of the Carnegie Endowment for Interna- 
tional Peace, and the Editorship of Professor Kinley, Mr. Emmett 
J. Seott has brought out a monograph study of Negro Migration 
during the War, based upon the careful and wisely distributed 
observation and records of several collaborative agents and agen- 
cies. The subject is of too great and too immediate economic and 
social importance to have waited for the final interpretation as to 
results or the finer analysis as to causes which must ultimately 
be given it. The entire series, in fact, modestly styles itself a series 
of preliminary economic studies ; and as such, Volume XVI presents 
a sanely proportioned, clearly expounded, and systematic survey of 
the vital and outstanding facts of one of the most significant move- 
ments in the recent economic life of America. 

Profounder consequences may ensue from this movement of 
the Negro population, which, though started by war conditions, 
has by no means halted with the war, than can be realized on 
superficial observation. In this light, Mr. Scott's diagnosis is as 
important as his chronicle of the facts. The reaction of the Negro 
masses away from untoward and repressing social conditions and 
their awakening to the simple but effective expedient of carrying 
their labor to better markets, are the significantly new features of 
the after-war aspects of the Negro problem. Economic adjust- 
ment, in most respects automatic — and fortunately so — would be 
the controlling factor were there not considerable evidence to show 
that the efficient causes of the movement are social. In which case, 
as the concluding chapter suggests, better living conditions, a more 
liberal social attitude, improved interracial feeling will prove to 
be the only stabilizing remedy. That the South has awakened to 
the realization of this, and is about to apply to the situation more 
constructive and well-intentioned effort than hitherto, is the confi- 
dent belief and optimistic message of the writer. 

Reactions and effects of the Exodus upon northern community 
conditions have not been gone into as thoroughly as the reactions 
upon conditions in the South ; though there is evidence pointing on 
the whole to salutary effects in both sections. Certainly the study 



Book Reviews 491 

serves to call timely attention without undue alarmist effect to 
very momentous changes, and should be read by every alert, 
public-minded citizen. 

In such delicate issues, however, facts outweigh opinions. Mr. 
Scott has wisely struck the balance in favor of a dispassionate 
recital of facts. It is a positive gain and welcome change of tone 
in the recent discussion of racial issues to note in this study, as 
in Carl Sandburg's Chicago Riots, the growing tendency to be 
objective and to leave conclusions to the intelligence of one's 
readers. Indeed, since it is facts that are of paramount interest, 
it is regretable that, with the great resources of the foundation, 
more explicit statistics concerning the movement could not have 
been compiled. It is this aspect of the subject which in conse- 
quence calls for further treatment. Without the scientific preten- 
sions, therefore, of Mr. Epstein's intensive study of the Negro 
migrant or Dr. Woodson's historical survey, the book, as a capable 
popular treatment of the public questions and social issues in- 
volved in the recent migration of the Negro population, serves its 
own distinctive purpose, and achieves a measure of real public 
service. 

Alain Locke. 



